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From the Editor

As you may know, the Centre produces three newsletters called CentrePoint each year: //
a Spring, Summer and an Autumn/Winter issue. You can download back issues of /
CentrePoint from our website www.parishcentre.ie/news.htm —~

Every couple of months the Committee members put their heads together to come up with ideas for the
newsletter, which is most of the time a lot of fun and at other times a bit of a struggle as it is not easy to
come up with something new and interesting each time. Our Spring 2015 issue gave a great insight into a
typical day in the Centre and it is by far my favourite issue to date, so trying to top that is quite a challenge.

For this issue of CentrePoint the Committee decided to feature some of the users or user groups people
may not know much about or may not necessarily associate with the Centre, like the Zyear old twins who
love coming in after Mass and attend Catechism sessions, the ladies who meet for craft mornings or book
club meetings and Lectio Divina who have regular meetings here.

We asked our new priest Fr Gerry Doyle to give us his first impressions of Foxrock Parish and his kind
comments are included in this newsletter. A report on what happens in the Centre would not be complete
without mentioning our superb team of volunteers. Their help is crucial to the running of this place. We
were delighted to see so many of them at our Volunteers Thank You evening.
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The parish centre is a really nice place. The first time | went
to Mass | was a baby but that did not stop me from going.
The parish centre has been changing. In 2014 there was no
chess, so | spent most of my time eating and drinking. Then
| started reading the paper. In 2015, there was a big change §
when the hall opened up and chess started. Now it's 2016
and | play chess and | play with my buddies Hikmat and
Joshua and Thomas and Jack.

| think Mark and his team were clever to open up the big hall because some people if they were late getting
in they might not have gotten a table.

We like to speak to the priest there after Mass. | like getting the sports section of the newspaper off Neil, my
Dad's friend. In the parish it is the kind of spot | like when | get the paper off Neil! | like the chess,
especially when 1 win! I like the juice and the biscuits.

| like asking Billy the Leinster results. | like meeting my friend James Smith.

| like to listen to Marie's stories. She reads stories from the Bible. She used to read them inside the Church
beside the shop but it's better now because it doesn't disturb people praying and starting the next Mass.

| like my Catechism too. It's called the Atrium because it's a holy and quiet space. It's run by Noreen and
Maeve and Margaret on Mondays. We learn about Jesus. Noreen reads a story and acts it out with small
figures. We were talking about what colours the priest wears at different times.
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Friday Morning Craft Group ~ Nollaig na mBan Coffee morning 2016

Why not come along and join us with your :
favourite craft and enjoy a cuppa and a chat while | g
you knit, stitch or crochet. :

All are welcome from beginners to experts!

This beautiful blanket was recently completed by

Terry Gowen. ltdos a re
surely become a family heirloom. A project like

this begins with knitting one square...

Come and
join us on
Friday
mornings
and get
started!

Bookmarks Book Club

Way back in November 2010, a few ladies gathered in the coffee
dock at 10.30am on a Tuesday morning for our very first
Book club meeting.

Nobody really knew what to expect, but fuelled by our cuppa and a delicious coffee cake, the conversation
started to flow and opinions on "The Secret Life of Bees" by Sue Monk Kidd were discussed by all. Before we
knew it 12 noon arrived and we went our separate ways with the name of the book we chose for the next
meeting.

Fast forward 5 years and over 50 books later and the same group
of ladies, with a few new additions, are still meeting on a
Tuesday morning to discuss the latest best seller or revive a clas-
sic novel enjoyed many years ago. Our latest book under review
| is "Tender" by Belinda McKeon. Set in Ireland in the late 1990's
it is a tale of complete obsession and unrequited love that is one
% of the year's must-reads.

-~ If you enjoy reading and would like to join a book club to meet
| with other like minded literary lovers, just enquire at reception
in the Pastoral Centre for more details.

A whole new chapter awaits....

Some of the '‘Bookmarks' pictured at their Xmas lunch




Volunteers Evening 7th January 2016

A Small ken of Thanks

Our Volunteers Thank You
Evening was very well attended.
The Volunteers enjoyed the
chance to catch up with each
other after the Christmas break in
the relaxed atmosphere of the
Centre. There was some lovely
live music and plenty of nibbles
and wine for all to enjoy. The
Volunteers Evening is only a
small token of thanks from the
Centre Committee for the work
our team of volunteers does
throughout the year.



